ARLINGTON CULTURAL COUNCIL

The Arlington Cultural Council (ACC) is a local council of the Massachusetts Cultural Council (MCC), and consists of volunteers appointed by the Arlington Board of Selectmen for a three-year term.  The board’s main function is to support and encourage the arts, humanities, and interpretive sciences in Arlington by dispersing state funds to deserving applicants.


The ACC meets once a month generally at either the Jefferson Cutter House or the Robbins Library, and all meetings are announced ahead of time and are open to the public.


During 2004, two members resigned. Suzanne McLeod will continue as an associate. The ten current active members are listed in the directory.


Though much of the council’s business is centered around grant cycle activities from October to December, it is active year-round. Highlights of the Council’s 2004 activities follow.  In late January, ACC held its first grant recipients’ recognition evening at the Whittemore Robbins House.  Over 75 people gathered to hear about other recipients’ projects and to be congratulated for their contributions to the arts.  A guest speaker, harpist Deborah Henson-Conant, related how  

a cultural council grant helped her in her early career.  In March, two members of the ACC attended the MCC Convening in Worcester, where they shared ideas and procedures with other local cultural council delegates from around the state.


The Arlington Advocate publishes a separate arts section four times a year. The council has submitted columns for each one: to solicit grant applications, to publicize projects by those who have received grants, to encourage participation in the council.  In September, ACC had a booth at Town Day, which included the fourth annual “Art at Your Feet” sidewalk chalk art on Lamson Way.  The council invited Arlington Center for the Arts director and education director to a meeting to discuss ways the two organizations could cooperate.  Also this year, ACC produced a “new members’ notebook,” which contains bylaws, contact information, and other pertinent information, which will be supplemented as necessary.


As with other years, the October 15 application deadline was preceded by several announcements in the Arlington Advocate, as well as by a coaching session for those seeking help in completing their applications.  Two presentation evenings were then held, where applicants could elaborate on their projects.  Soon thereafter, the council held a voting meeting to decide which applications will be funded.  Applicants not receiving funds were notified in November, and those receiving funds were apprised of the amount by the end of December.


In the 2005 grant cycle, thirty-five applications were received from schools, individual artists, and cultural groups.  These applications included ones from Arlington residents and residents of other towns and cities in Massachusetts. After deliberations, the Council awarded eight applicants $7,688, the amount the council was given by the Massachusetts Cultural Council this year. The MCC allows local councils five percent of the grant allocation for operating expenses.


As every year, difficult choices had to be made in attempting to balance the needs of various segments of Arlington’s population while supporting projects of merit.  The awards for the 2005 grant cycle are as follows:

	ARLINGTON ARTS COUNCIL GRANTS

2004

	Awardee / Project
	Amount

	Cynthia Tollen--Art in Arlington
	$500

	Cyrus Dallin Museum--restoration of Sacagewa
	$200

	Arlington Center for the Arts-Galapagos Puppet Theater
	$250

	Arlington High School--Urban Improv
	$400

	Linda Bond--Witnessing/Slide Show
	$1,769

	Townwide Enrichment--Respect/Hu & Van Duser
	$2,000

	Aine Minogue--“A Year and a Day” concert
	$1,769

	Thompson School--Are You Ready, My Sister? (URT)
	$800



The ACC’s goals for 2005 include:  holding a second grant recipient recognition evening in early February; welcoming at least three new members; continuing its presence in the Advocate; gathering community input regarding how grant money should be spent; conducting twelve monthly meetings, one coaching session, and two grant presentation evenings; having a Town Day booth; working with community members to heighten awareness of the arts in Arlington.


The Arlington Cultural Council’s e-mail address is: arlington@mass-culture.org.  ACC welcomes prospective new members, who can contact the council at the above address or attend a monthly meeting.

