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 ZONING BYLAW 
 TOWN OF ARLINGTON, MASSACHUSETTS 
 
 
 ARTICLE 1 
 
 TITLE, AUTHORITY, AND PURPOSE 
 
 

Section 1.01 - Short Title 
 
This Bylaw shall be known and may be cited as the "Zoning Bylaw of the Town of Arlington, 
Massachusetts," hereinafter referred to as "this Bylaw." 
 

Section 1.02 - Authority 
ART. 72, ATM 3/85  

This Bylaw is adopted pursuant to the Authority granted by Chapter 40A of the General Laws of the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts and amendments thereto, herein called the "Zoning Act." Where 
the Zoning Act is amended from time to time after the effective date of this Bylaw and where such 
amendments are mandatory, such amendments shall supersede any regulations of this Bylaw 
which have been set forth on the basis of the Zoning Act in existence at the effective date of this 
Bylaw. Where references are to particular sections or provisions, and such sections or provisions 
are or have been amended, renumbered, or otherwise changed by the General Court, the reference 
shall be to the section or provision as so changed. 
 

Section 1.03 - Purpose 
ART. 14, ATM 4/01, ART. 16, ATM 4/01 

The purpose of this Bylaw is to promote health, safety, convenience, morals and welfare of the 
inhabitants of the Town of Arlington; to lessen congestion in the streets; to conserve health; to 
secure safety from fire, panic and other dangers; to provide adequate light and air; to prevent the 
overcrowding of land; to avoid undue concentration of population; to encourage housing for persons 
at all income levels; to facilitate the adequate provision of transportation, water, sewerage, schools, 
parks and other public requirements; to protect and preserve open space as a natural resource, 
for the conservation of natural conditions for flora and fauna and to serve as urban amenity for 
scenic and aesthetic enjoyment and recreational use; to conserve the value of land and buildings; 
to encourage the most appropriate use of land throughout the Town; to achieve optimum 
environmental quality through review and cooperation by the use of incentives, bonuses and design 
review; and to preserve and increase its amenities and to encourage an orderly expansion of the 
tax base by utilization, development, and redevelopment of land. It is made with reasonable 
consideration to the character of the district and to its peculiar suitability for particular uses, with a 
view to giving direction or effect to land development policies and proposals of the Redevelopment 
Board, including the making of Arlington a more viable and more pleasing place to live, work, and 
play. 
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