CONSERVATION COMMISSION


The Arlington Conservation Commission (ACC) is required by state and local law to protect and preserve wetlands and waterways and their surrounding areas.  The ACC is comprised of seven volunteers appointed by the Board of Selectmen, and a part-time, paid administrator. At meetings held twice a month and through on-site visits, commission members work to ensure that all construction and development projects, residential and commercial, that may alter any wetlands, floodplains, rivers, streams, ponds and/or lakes are in compliance with state and local regulations. The ACC also protects and manages the town’s conservation lands and natural resources.

Regulatory Activities 


The ACC is mandated to protect wetlands, waterways, water supplies, fisheries, wildlife and wildlife habitat as well as regulate activities in a floodplain through its administration of the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act and the Arlington General Bylaw for Wetlands Protection. ACC members regularly seek continuing education to ensure legal compliance with frequently changing regulations and to assist applicants through the regulatory process.


In the year 2004, the ACC convened twenty-two (22) public meetings, and provided extensive coordination, monitoring, permit review and consultation on three (3) major town projects: the dam rehabilitation at Arlington Reservoir, Spy Pond Park, and the Pierce Field remediation.  The board issued ten (10) Orders of Conditions, three (3) Determinations of Applicability, ten (10) Enforcement Orders, one (1) Permit Amendment and one (1) Permit Extension.

Conservation Activities 


Land Stewards – Our volunteer citizen organization, Arlington Land Stewards (ALS) has assisted in managing twenty-four (24) town-owned conservation lands comprising approximately thirty (30) acres.  Land stewards monitor, coordinate and maintain (with permission from the ACC) conservation land of their choice, often in their immediate neighborhood or sometimes elsewhere in town.  Each land steward is provided with a stewardship handbook listing the location of conservation lands, conservation land regulations as well as problem/solution management information.  The handbook is available online at http://town.arlington.ma.us/town/concom/LS/ concom_LS_01.htm

Activities in 2004 include: 

· a new information kiosk was installed by Eagle Scout Dan Reedy and volunteers at Mt. Gilboa near the Crescent St entrance.

· a new trail along the perimeter of Meadowbrook Park was completed by Eagle Scout Aaron Magil and his hard working crew.   
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Clean up of Meadowbrook Park, April, 2004


Arlington Conservation Stewardship Fund (ACSF) – The Arlington Land Trust (ALT) in partnership with the ACC established a new tax-deductible fund to support land stewardship activities in Arlington.  Monies from the ACSF were used to purchase materials for trail work at Meadowbrook Park.


Arlington Reservoir - The ACC sponsored another year of an ongoing multi-year project to control water chestnuts at the Arlington Reservoir.  The water chestnuts were choking out wildlife and impairing water quality.  This year again required only minimum hand removal of plants from the waterway by our contractor (Aquatic Control Technologies, Inc.), rather than by mechanical harvesters as needed in the first several years.  Before the program started, the water chestnuts had been so pervasive that they covered over half of the Reservoir surface.  The overall health and beauty of the Arlington Reservoir has been greatly improved as a result of this work. 

The Reservoir Dam rehabilitation project has received necessary local and state wetlands permits from the ACC.  The environmental impact of this project will be much less that initially feared because the Town’s consulting engineer found a novel project design involving the installation of steel sheeting within the earthen berm.  This avoids the need for the wholesale removal of trees.  The work will still require lots of pruning and some tree removal, but will allow most of the trees to stay.  The biggest impact on trees will be the construction of the new emergency spillway.  Members of the Conservation Commission assisted in counting and identifying the trees that will be removed.  In compliance with ACC’s tree replacement regulations, new trees will be planted in compensation.  The Town’s recently formed Tree Committee will assist in the creation of a replanting plan.  The project will also fill some wetlands adjacent to Sickle Brook, but a compensatory wetland area will be replicated close by along Mill Brook. 


Arlington’s Great Meadows – In 2004, the Friends of Arlington’s Great Meadows (FoAGM) has accomplished much. The annual report and other information is available at www.foagm.org.  Eagle Scout Alex MacNeil and his group of volunteers installed new signs.  Scout Dan Reedy constructed and installed a new information kiosk.   FoAGM also improved and marked some trails in addition to regular cleanup activities.  They have also installed bird boxes and removed invasive plants.   FoAGM regularly conducts nature walks and educational programs.   They applied for, and have received informal approval of an $11,000 grant from the state Recreational Trails Program for the construction of boardwalks to replace several marshy trails. 


Spy Pond – Reconstruction of the Spy Pond Park between Linwood Circle and Pond Road is underway.  This project will regrade the entire park to prevent erosion and also to improve water quality in Spy Pond.  The work includes an emergency boat ramp, new stone access to the water’s edge, replanting of the entire shoreline and infiltration drains as well as water quality inlets to treat stormwater that drains to the Pond from the adjacent neighborhood.  This summer, the Pond received an alum treatment to control algae growth by binding and settling phosphorus into the sediments.  A project to reconstruct the path along the Route 2 side of the pond is currently being designed to include new stabilized access points to the water while closing and restoring badly eroded sections of the shoreline.


Mystic River and Alewife Brook –Throughout 2004, the Tri-Community group of public officials and residents representing the towns of Arlington, Belmont and Cambridge continued to work on the problem of significant flooding as well as sewage contamination of the Alewife Brook.  The group released a draft report “What we know and what we don’t know about Flooding of the Alewife Brook”, available at http://www.town.belmont.ma.us/Public_Documents/ BelmontMA_BComm/BOS/tricomm/toc.


The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) has informally released a preliminary revision of its floodplain elevation of the lands bordering Alewife Brook.  The draft information states that the floodplain is 2.4 feet higher than the 1982 elevation which was 8.2 feet in the Little River.  FEMA plans to formally propose this draft floodplain revision in 2005, for review by the local municipalities.  


2005 Goals and Beyond


The ACC will continue to encourage, support and assist the various volunteer and environmental advocacy groups that are dedicated to better preserving the Town’s precious conservation lands and other open spaces within its immediate borders as well as those directly adjacent to it.  These groups include, among others:  Arlington Land Stewards, Arlington Land Trust, Open Space Committee, Friends of Arlington’s Great Meadows and Friends of Alewife Reservation (FAR), Mystic River Watershed Association, Metro-Regional Conservation Commission Agents, Massachusetts Association of Conservation Commissions.


The ACC will work actively to support all efforts directed at preventing raw sewage from entering Alewife Brook. The ACC would like to see the Alewife Brook restored to a healthy, fishable and swimmable waterway in the very near future.  To do so will be a significant challenge for the many parties involved in the betterment of Alewife Brook. Yet the ACC believes the goal is attainable.


The ACC, working with the Open Space Committee and the Arlington Land Trust, hopes to identify and, when available, acquire additional open space as protected “conservation land” to benefit residents of the Town. Notably, Vision 2020 survey results from a 2001 polling showed the “acquisition of open space” as a top-ranked concern for residents’ priorities for Arlington.


The ACC sincerely thanks all individuals and organizations that contributed directly or indirectly to the activities of its thirty-eighth year. 

Thanks to Eagle Scouts Aaron Magil, Dan Reedy and Alex MacNeil and their crews for their hard work.


Special thanks goes to the many volunteers who come out for cleanup projects, assist as land stewards or participate in the many Friends group that work to preserve our natural heritage.     
