COMMISSION ON DISABILITY


In its eleventh year of service, the Arlington Commission on Disability has continued to provide information, referral, guidance, and technical assistance to Arlington officials, residents, public and private agencies, and others to insure that people with physical, sensory, cognitive, and other disabilities have equal access to Town facilities, services and programs. The Commission consists of nine Commissioners, all volunteers. As mandated by State Law, the majority of Commissioners have a physical, cognitive or sensory disability. This mandate brings an intimate and informed understanding of disabilities to the Commission’s agenda and ultimate decisions.


Coordination and implementation of the Commission’s agenda and goals continues to be handled by Director of the Arlington Office of Housing and Disability Programs. Cooperation between the Commission and this Office is effective and efficient. The Commission continues to occupy office and meeting space in the Senior Center building at 20 Academy Street.


In 2004, the Commission in its efforts to improve sidewalk and crosswalk safety and accessibility installed thirty-four curb ramps along Massachusetts Avenue with Community Development Block Grant Funds approved by the Board of Selectmen. During 2004 the Commission meet with the Police Chief regarding the need for a by-law empowering the enforcement of handicapped parking on private property. Town meeting will vote on establishing this by-law. The Commission also meet with the Police Chief regarding the enforcement of the Town by-law pertaining to snow and ice removal from town sidewalks. With the support of the Chief the Police Department is now aggressively enforcing snow and ice removal from town sidewalks. The Commission participated with Vision 2020 in obtaining information from Arlington residents regarding access issues.


The Commission and the Massachusetts Office on Disability in 2004 worked with the Peirce School architects and contractors to bring the Peirce School that was built as new construction in 2001 into compliance with the Massachusetts Architectural Access Boards Rules and Regulations and/or the Americans with Disabilities Act Architectural Design Standards.


Educating the community regarding disabilities is an ongoing agenda item of the Commission. The sixth annual Arlington Disability Commission newsletter was published in order to provided information about the Commission’s projects and disability laws. In addition to the annual newsletter the Commission has a bi-monthly column in the Arlington Advocate. The Commission participated in Town Day to acquaint the public with its role and to disseminate information about the Americans with Disabilities Act and accessible town programs and facilities.


Coordination and sharing of information and ideas between the Arlington Commission on Disability and Commissions from neighboring cities and towns is ongoing. The Arlington Disability Office, in concert with the Commission, works to resolve citizens concerns and complaints. Follow-up is done through the Disability Office using available municipal offices and information.


The 2005 agenda for the Commission will continue to revolve around the very clear parameters of the Americans with Disabilities Act, with special attention being paid to improving the accessibility of Arlington sidewalks. The Commission will continue to monitor progress being made by the Arlington School Department regarding school facilities and school programs. The Commission remains concerned about final payments being made to architects and contractors prior to project completion.


The Commission meets on the third Wednesday of each month at 4:00 P.M. in the conference room of the Housing and Disability Program Office located in suite #203, at 20 Academy St., Arlington (the Senior Center Building). Meetings are open to the public and citizens are invited to attend to observe or voice their concerns.

